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the letter with an insulting- reference to the well-known Jean Lafitte's town of refuge, by saying to Jackson:
"Turn your eyes to the Island of Barataria, and you will there perceive that within the very territory of the United States pirates are sheltered and protected, with the manifest design of committing hostilities by sea upon the merchant vessels of Spain, and with such scandalous notoriety that the cargoes of our vessels, taken by them, have been publicly sold in Louisiana."
He closed his letter by intimating that General Jackson had not used respectful language in the correspondence.
Jackson's reply to this letter was truly Jacksonian, as follows:
"Were I clothed with diplomatic powers, for the purpose of discussing the topics embraced in the wide range of injuries of which you complain, and which have long since been adjusted, I could easily demonstrate that the United States have been always faithful to their treaties, steadfast in their friendships, nor have ever claimed anything that was not warranted by justice. They have endured many insults from the governors and other officers of Spain, which, if sanctioned by their sovereign, amounted to acts of war, without any previous declaration on the subject. The property of our citizens has been captured at sea, and if compensation has not been refused, it has at least been withheld. But as no such powers have been delegated to me, I shall not assume them, but leave them to the representatives of our respective Governments.                      j
"I have the honor of being entrusted with the command of this district. Charged with its protection, and the safety of its citizens, I feel my ability to discharge the task, and trust your Excellency will always find me ready and willing to go forward in the performance of that duty whenever circumstances shall render it necessary. I agree with you, perfectly, that candor and polite language should at all times characterize the communications between the officers of friendly sovereignties, and I assert, without the fear of con-ages to our country it is true we have lost some valuable citizens, some brave soldiers.n, and not till then, may we expect to make with them a peace that shall be permanent."cted to result from this excursion. Unless I am greatly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
